
MINUTES 
TOWN OF QUARTZSITE 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2020, 7:00 PM 

CALL TO ORDER: 7:00 p.m. 

Mayor Simpson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

INVOCATION: Council Member Cunningham gave the invocation. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Council Member Goldberg led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

ROLL CALL: 

Present: Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner, Council Member BearCat, Council 
Member Schue, Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Amon, Council Member 
Cunningham. 

STAFF PRESENT: Cliff O'Neill, Assistant Town Manager; Susan Goodwin, Town 
Attorney; William Ponce, Police Chief; David Gray, Police Lieutenant; Gabriel Marcurio, 
Code Compliance Officer; Tina Abriani, Town Clerk 

1. CALL TO THE PUBLIC, ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS FROM

CITIZENS:

Philip Cushman, a multi-generation resident of Quartzsite and a Retired U. S. Marine 
Corps Officer, said he submitted his remarks for the record. He spoke about the 24th

Quartzsite Masters Desert Golf Tournament hosted by VFW Post 769 and Post Auxiliary 
to be held at the Greasewood Greens Desert Golf Course on Saturday, March 21, 2020 
with registration beginning at 8:30 a.m. The event is a fund-raiser for The Rose and Gary 
Fraser Scholarship Fund with proceeds funding training and education programs for local 
first responders and emergency services professionals. 

Jade Lane from the Quartzsite Elementary School spoke about recent events and 
announced upcoming events having to do with the school. 

Terry Ross, resident, spoke about Herb's Hardware closing. She said that if our 
maintenance people that go around Town and help people repair and fix homes have to 
start going to Parker or Blythe, for nuts, screws and bolts, half of them are going to quit 
because they cannot afford to go to those places. She commented that we need to stop 
and talk to people in this Town because if Herb's goes down, our grocery stores are going 
to suffer because if they are going to have to go to Parker, they will buy their food there. 
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PUBLIC HEARING: 

2. QUARTZSITE ANNEXATION NUMBER 20-01

Assistant Town Manager O'Neill displayed an annexation map of the area the Town is in 
process of re-annexing. He explained that the difference between this annexation and the 
previous one is that there are no islands as part of the current map. He told the Council 
where the Town is in the annexation process. 

There was a discussion of the La Paz County Assessor's Office not liking the map; the 
Assessor will be checking with the Arizona Department of Revenue on this. 

Gillian Charbonneau asked why anyone would oppose or have a problem with this. 

Assistant Town Manager O'Neill said no one is opposing this. 

BUSINESS: 

3. MINUTES - Consider approval of the minutes of the Town Council Regular
Meeting of February 11, 2020.

Council Member Cunningham moved to approve the minutes of the Town Council 
Regular Meeting of February 11, 2020. 

Council Member Goldberg seconded the motion. 

Vote: MOTION CARRIED unanimously (summary: Yes = 7). 
Yes: Council Member Amon, Council Member BearCat, Council Member Cunningham, 
Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Schue, Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner. 

4. LEDGER OF ACCOUNTS AND PAYROLL PAID - Consider for approval the
following check series:

• Accounts Payable Operating Account - Check Series #46576-46601,
#46614-46643 (Void 46538, 46541) totaling $148,927.89

• Accounts Payable USDA Account - Check Series #1020-1021 totaling
$504,980.84

• Payroll Check Series - #46602-46613 totaling $80,582.20

GRAND TOTAL $734,490.93

Council Member Goldberg moved to approve the Ledger of Accounts and Payroll Paid 
check number series #1020-1021, 46576-46643, with two voided checks 46538, 46541, 
for a Grand Total of $734,490.93. 
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Vice Mayor Warner seconded the motion. 

Vote: MOTION CARRIED unanimously (summary: Yes = 7). 
Yes: Council Member Amon, Council Member BearCat, Council Member Cunningham, 
Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Schue, Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner. 

5. CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT #8526-19 - Consideration, discussion and
possible approval of an application for a Conditional Use Permit to install a 4th 

RV Hookup for temporary use from the Quartzsite Church of Christ located at 76
S. Emelia Avenue, Quartzsite, Arizona, Arizona Parcel Number 306-67-018.

Assistant Town Manager O'Nei11 stated that the Staff Report was in the Council's packet; 
this item has gone to the Planning and Zoning Commission and forwarded to Council 
for approval by a vote of three to one. He noted that in this Conditional Use Permit are 
the stipulations as follows: 

1. Four temporary RV hookups shall be allowed on the property, even though the
Zoning Code states a lot cannot exceed three hookups.

2. Each RV site shall have a minimum of 30-foot by 50-foot dimensions for a total
of 1,500 square feet.

3. RV sites must be setback from the property line a minimum of 10 feet.
4. For temporary use between September 1st and May 31st of each year.

There was discussion of how many hookups there would be if the Conditional Use 
Permit was granted. 

Assistant Town Manager O'Neill explained that there would be a total of four; there is 
one for the Church, which is the primary use and then there would be four additional RV 
hookups. 

Gerald Molzahn of the Church of Christ explained that these RV hookups are for people 
who help the Church during the winter, and the Church provides these spots to show 
appreciation for their help. 

Mayor Simpson asked about the Utility billing for the RV spaces. 

Assistant Town Manager O'Neill noted that it will be billed just like normal RV spaces. 

There was a discussion of the number of votes, vacancies and absences at the Planning 
and Zoning Commission meeting during which there was a vote taken on this item; it was 
ascertained that there is one vacancy on the Commission, two Commissioners were 
absent at that meeting, one Commissioner voted no and three voted in favor. 

Town Attorney Goodwin stated that the vacancy should not be counted as an absence; it 
is a vote of those present. 

Page 3 of8 

022520 Quartzsite Town Council Regular Meeting Minutes 



Discussion continued regarding the number of RV hookups currently located at the 
subject property, our current Zoning Code allowance and the concern of competing with 
RV parks or other organizations requesting the same for their volunteers. 

Council Member BearCat reiterated the current situation of the Church having one 
primary and three secondaries and are now asking for four secondaries, which actually 
puts them two sites over the Town Zoning Code. 

Assistant Town Manager O'Neill clarified that the Church currently has three RV spaces 
on the property as well as the primary. He stated that this process is to bring them into 
compliance. 

Gerald Molzahn shared details about what is currently on the subject property, the uses 
and plans. He informed the Council of the improvements being made and the timeline 
for the building delivery and stated he has met with the Building Department and the Fire 
Department. He stated when the improvements are completed, they will have four. 

Town Attorney Goodwin commented that there are no provisions in the Code for issuing 
a fourth RV hook-up and stated Council Member BearCat was correct that the Church is 
not exempt from the zoning regulations. 

There was a discussion of sewer lines, including the old sewer line, elevations, permanent 
principal uses and temporary dwellings. 

After an extensive discussion, Town Attorney Goodwin stated that there is nothing in the 
Code that allows you to use a Conditional Use Permit for allowing the fourth RV space 
and she does not think it falls under the exception. Town Attorney Goodwin further stated 
that the way the Code is currently written regarding the fourth RV space, she does not 
believe the Council has the authority to grant the Conditional Use Permit under the Zoning 
Code. 

Council Member Bearcat stated that what the Church currently needs is to become 
compliant is a Conditional Use Permit for their three existing RV spaces. 

The Council discussed the application process with the Church for the existing three RV 
spaces and the requirement for a Conditional Use Permit for the extra space. The Code 
allows for a primary and two RV spaces, wherein the Church needs a Conditional Use 
Permit for the third RV space it currently has. 

Gerald Molzahn stated the Church has been communicating with the Assistant Town 
Manager and this matter has been before the planning board twice and approved both 
times. They are trying to come into compliance, but they are not interested in paying an 
additional $500 fee for the Conditional Use Permit required. Mr. Molzahn asked if they 
were permitted to have their three existing RV spaces. 

Code Compliance Officer, Gabriel Marcurio, stated that one Conditional Use Permit would 
be all that is required for the three that currently exist on the subject property. 
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Council Member Bearcat suggested that since it was the Town's fault for messing up this 
Conditional Use Permit, the re-application for a Conditional Use Permit by the Church 
should be credited with the fee from this one. 

It was the Council's understanding that the Church would need to reapply for a Conditional 
Use Permit to bring their current situation into compliance allowing the primary and three 
RV spaces but having no authority to grant the Conditional Use Permit for a fourth RV 
space. 

Town Attorney Goodwin stated the correction action would be to deny Conditional Use 
Permit #8526-19. 

Vice Mayor Warner moved to deny Conditional Use Permit #8526-19. 

Council Member Bearcat seconded the motion. 

Vote: Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote (summary: Yes = 7). 
Yes: Council Member Amon, Council Member BearCat, Council Member Cunningham, 
Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Schue, Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner. 

6. RESTRICTIONS OF SKY LANTERNS WITHIN TOWN LIMITS - Discussion and
action regarding direction to staff.

Assistant Town Manager O'Neill stated that, according to the Fire Code, sky lanterns are 
not allowed. There is a rule in place but the mechanism to stop the use of sky lanterns is 
what is needed. 

There was discussion of the sky lanterns originating on Bureau of Land Management 
property as well as from the Town of Quartzsite, the BLM ranger enforcement of this rule; 
and the legality of use and sale of the sky lanterns in other states. 

Gillian Charbonneau stated that she has done research on this matter and the BLM 
rangers are supposed to manage and enforce this rule; however, the rangers are not 
present when they are being used and instruct people to contact the Quartzsite Fire 
Department. Ms. Charbonneau listed many dangers associated with the sky lanterns. 

Council Member BearCat suggested that it would be like littering and lighting illegal fires. 
She stated we will do research as to what the penalties are for these infractions but right 
now, we have to find out how to get the violation enforced. 

Terry Ross, resident, suggested that we go higher up in the government to reach the 
people who manufacture these sky lanterns. 

Page 5 of8 

022520 Quartzsite Town Council Regular Meeting Minutes 



Council Member Amon proposed that a letter to our State Representative stating that our 
Town agrees with the proposal of the ban of sky lanterns be drafted. 

Council Member Goldberg concurred. 

Nancy Nichols, Quartzsite resident, stated she did not realize the sky lanterns were illegal 
until tonight and suggested that if the Town works with the BLM and gets communication 
out there to educate people by using social media that it would be helpful. 

Shanana Rain Golden-Bear noted that the description of sky lanterns is in the Fire Code. 
She stated that in the 2015 version of the Fire Code it states, 'a person shall not release 
or cause to be released' and maybe that can be added to the language. She further 
stated that Mitzi Epstein was the State Representative that is proposing the new bill 
regarding the ban releasing balloons into the sky and Ms. Epstein believes the lanterns 
would classify as balloons because they both float and eventually comes back down but 
that it does not specify sky lanterns. Ms. Golden-Bear suggested that a small definition 
of what a sky lantern is could be added to the language. She suggested using language 
from other entities and adding it to the definition of fireworks. She too believes education 
is important and feels there should be a legal notice posted in a paper in general 
circulation, put it in the Desert Messenger, and played on KBUX as well as in social media. 
She stated she is an advocate for transparency of our government. 

Tammy Sparkman Jensen stated that she supports this and thinks public knowledge 
would be great because before tonight she did not know it was illegal. 

Gillian Charbonneau discussed the history of sky lanterns and that they began in Japan. 

Further discussion from the Council included updating the Fire Code, the legality in 
Quartzsite to sell the sky lanterns, and the language added to make it illegal to sell and 
launch the sky lanterns. 

Town Attorney Goodwin recommended that if there is an ordinance that it not be part of 
the fireworks ordinance that is so driven by restrictions under state law on the sale and 
use of fireworks. Ms. Goodwin stated that she did not think the Town would want to mix 
this issue with the restrictions of the fireworks and did not think it would be the right place 
for it. 

Police Chief Ponce stated he agreed with the Town Attorney to have something specific 
to sky lanterns since his department would have to enforce it and suggested language 
stating illegal to possess, sell or launch which would clarify all three of these things and 
easier to enforce it. 

Council Member Goldberg suggested Town Attorney Goodwin draft something and find 
a place to insert the proposed ordinance. (At the Regular Meeting of the Town Council of 
March 10, 2020, it was stated that there was a concurrence with this suggestion.) 
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COMMUNICATIONS: 

7. Reports from the MAYOR on current events.

Mayor Simpson reported that not all the winter visitors have left Quartzsite yet. He also 
reported that half of Quartzsite is sick, and the other half is just getting over being sick, 
and due to the illness outbreak, many are shorthanded. 

8. Reports from the COUNCIL on current events.

Council Member Amon reported that one week ago she attended the Arizona School 
Board Association, which is a newly formed board of school board members and 
associate members. She commented that she was impressed by the fervor of those 
involved; and stated they are working with our State Representatives to change the rules 
for funding rural schools. 

Vice Mayor Warner announced that she attended a School Board meeting and noted that 
the next one will be March 19, 2020 at 6:00 p.m. at the elementary school and encouraged 
everyone to show support by attending the School Board meetings. 

9. Reports from the TOWN MANAGER to the Council.

None. 

10. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS - Direction to staff regarding future agenda items.

Vice Mayor Warner spoke of the issue of the Elementary School and noted that the 
Council and QUEST board should tour the Elementary School and talk to the teachers. 

Mayor Simpson concurred. 

Council member Goldberg stated she would like a report from Shaneen, Town Vendor 
Clerk, about the vendors this year. 

Mayor Simpson concurred. 

Council Member Goldberg noted that the vendor ordinance needs to be brought back to 
the Council. 

Council Member BearCat said that according to the creation papers of QSP, Inc., once a 
year, the Council can have an independent audit done on QSP, Inc. including the in-kind 
expenses and exchanges. We need to select an audit company to do that. 

Mayor Simpson asked if there is any prohibition against using the Town's current auditors. 

Town Attorney Goodwin answered no. 
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Council Member BearCat asked that a flow chart, job descriptions of the Town and status 
reports of all the projects that are going on in Town be brought to the Council including 
those in progress, completed and possibly coming in. 

Council Member Goldberg concurred with the status reports on projects. 

Mayor Simpson adjourned the meeting at 8:31 p.m. 

ADJOURNMENT: 8:31 p.m. 

CERTIFICATION: 

I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the 
minutes of the Regular Meeting of February 25, 2020 of the Town Council of Quartzsite, 
Arizona, held on February 25, 2020. 

I further certify that the meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was 
present. 

DATED this 10th day of March 2020 

On behalf of the Common Council 

Approved: 

N�n� 

Tina 1\71. Abriani, Town Clerk 

Page 8 of8 

022520 Quartzsite Town Council Regular Meeting Minutes 


